FRENCH III

2 trimesters - 1 credit

This course is designed to help students interested in French reach a higher degree of fluency and to improve reading and writing ability.  The materials chosen develop the ability to communicate both orally and in writing by greatly increasing students' recognizable vocabulary through guided reading and writing exercises.  French III students often have the option of participating in a field trip to see French drama presented locally.  French III, IV, and V are taught as a combined class with three sets of topics that are alternated from year to year.

I.
GOALS

A.  Listening:
Students should be able to understand anything they have learned to say when spoken by a native speaker at normal speed.  They should be able to understand the gist of an everyday conversation.

B.  Speaking:
Students should speak with a pronunciation acceptable to a native speaker and be able to express themselves accurately in conversational situations, stating individual opinions on various topics.

C.  Reading:
Students should be able to read (recognize and comprehend) everything they have learned to say, without the help of a dictionary.  With the aid of a dictionary, they will be able to read short stories, poems, and other "graded" materials.

D.  Writing:
Students should be able to write anything they can say.  With guidance, they should be able to write on a topic within their experience (classroom learning) in an acceptable manner.

E.  Culture:
Students should understand the value system and behavior patterns of the people whose language they are studying.  They should acquire a sensitivity to the French way of life and be able to participate in the culture of that country should they ever have the opportunity.  French attitudes and customs pervade the reading materials chosen.

II.
UNITS OF STUDY - Units of Study will alternate from year to year.

Year One- Bien Dit, Book 2, Ch.7,8,9,10, Book 3 Ch 3, 4.1
A.  Camping in Senegal, fishing and the outdoors

B.
The body, discussing illness. exercise

C.
Film, literature, television programs, music

D.
Tourism, geographical expressions, traveling

E.  Fairy tales and fables, History of French Africa

F.   Romance. Love, gossip 

Year Two- Bien Dit, Book 3, Ch. 7,8,9,10
A. The Press, Sections of news media

B. Elections, Politics, Public Services

C. Art, Shows (Dance, Circus, Orchestra)

D. The Airport, Driving, Cars

Year Three- Bien Dit, Book 3, Ch. 1,2, 4.2, 5,7

A. High school, Vacation

B.  Professions, At the office

C. Extended Family, Describing a life

D. Wild Animals, Extreme sports

E.  Natural Phenomena, Natural Resources
III.  ESSENTIAL INFORMATION AND EXPECTATIONS

A.  Necessary Materials

1.
Selected Readers and handouts

2.
Grammar Text:  Bien Dit!, Level 2 and 3
3.
Paper, pencil, folder or notebook

     B.  Grading

1.
Daily work:  20% of the marking period grade.  "Daily work" consists of homework and effort in class.

2.
Tests:
80% of the marking period grade.  "Tests" consist of vocabulary quizzes, listening comprehension tests, chapter tests, projects and other graded assignments, and speaking proficiency.

3.
Trimester Grade = 80%  Trimester grade for classwork







 20%  Trimester exam

C.  Classroom Rules

1.  Be in your seat with supplies when the bell rings.

2.  During teacher-directed work:

a.  Listen to the person speaking.

b.  Raise your hand for permission to talk.

c.  Follow directions.

3.  During tests -- absolute quiet.

D.  Miscellaneous

1.
Absences:  When you return, get your homework assignments.  Regular attendance is very important.  When absent but able to work, call the counseling office and request assignments.  Complete as soon as possible.

NB.  Each trimester, there is a writing and speaking project which is a necessary requirement for course credit.

